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„E cannot bnr n r 
g^ac Induftry and Malice 
wherewith ,o me Men of a 
Seditious and Reftlefs Spirit 
do fpread ab roadamoftfal^ 
and icandalous Report of a 
Marriage or Contract of Mar- 
riage fuppofed to be had and 
\ A r , nude between Us and one 

M« Walters, alias $arkw, now deceafed, Mother of 
the prefenc Duke of Monmouth, aiming thereby to 
fill the minds of Our Loving Subjects with Doubts 
and Fears, and if po/fible, to divide them into Par- 
ties and Factions, and as much as in them lies, to 
bring into Queftion the clear undoubted Right of 
Our True and Lawful Heirs and Succeflors to the 
Ciowri. Wc Have therefore thought Our Self obliged 
to let Our Loving Subjects fee what fteps We 
( out of Our Care of them and their Pofterity ) have 
already made , in Order to obviate the ill Confer 
quences that fo dangerous and malicious a Report 
may have in future times upon the Peace of Our 
Kingdomsi 

In January laft was Twelvemonth , We made a 
Declaration written with Qur own Hand in theft 
Words following t 

TUere being a falfe and malicious 
Report indujhioujly j pre ad abroad 
by fame, Tt>bo are neitbtt r- »4s tQ 
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Me or the Duke of Monmouth, as if 
1 Should have been either ContrnBed or 
^Married to his Mother ; and though 
lam mofl confident that this idle Story 
cannot have any effect in this Age, yet 
I thought it My 'Duty in relation to the 
true Succefsion of this Crown, and that 
future Ages may not have any pretence 
to give Difiurbance upon that } core, or 
any other of this nature , to Declare, a* 
I do here Declare in the presence of. 
Almighty god, That I never was 
Married, nor gave any Contract to any 
Woman whatjoever, hut to My Wife 
Queen Catherine, to whom 1 am now 
Married. In witnefs whereof Ijet my 
Hand at Whitehall the Sixth of Ja- 
nuary 167I *n 

Charles K. 

, And this Declaration I make in die prefence of 

IV. Cant. 
f-I. bincb. C. 
l4. Coventry. 

jjfl Will 1 Am [on. 
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caufed a true Wcript thereto t En? 
tredinOur Council Books, We Signed 
it, and caufed the Lords of Our Privy 
Council then attending us in Council, to 
fubfcribe the fame like wife, and V 
Ordered the Original to be kept in,.^ 
Council Cbeft, where k now remains. ; 
The Entry whereof in the Council Book, [ 
W\ n thefe words follow i ng ; i 
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At the Court at WR IT,E H A LL y March the i &fc 
.'• ; .. Prefent ,.• i\ •., J/ 

The Kings moft Excellent Majefty ) 

Lord Chancellor ; / ' y Earl of EJJex * ' ' 1 

Lord Treafurer Earl of iB^/;* > * 



Duke of Lauderdale Earl of GttVdi 

Marquels otJVorcefter Earl of Jyles wry* . . 

EarlofOjf/ory . Lord Biftop of Lowfon 

Lord QhamberUin Lord Bifliop of Durham 

Earl of Sunderland Lord Maynard 

Earl of Clarendon M r. Vice-Chamberlain. 

X • 

His Majefty was this day pleafed to Command, 
That the Declaration hereafter following be 
; - entred in the Council Booj<, It being all Writ- 
ten and Signed by His Majefties own Hand, in a Pa- 
per which His Majesty this day. delivered at the 
Boord, to be kept in the Council Cheft. Va^ ' 

FOr the avoiding of any T>ifpme 
which may happen in time to come, 
concerning the Succef tion of the C^wn, 
I do here 'Declare in the presence of 
Almighty Qod 9 That I never gave nor 
made any ContraB of Marriage, nor 
+!!fpas Aiarried to any Woman whatfo- 
evety but to A4y prefent Wife Queen 
Githerinc nonliving. Whitehall,^ 
Third day of March \6jl 

Charles R. 
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His M; • - 
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<Bathe 

Craven 
Ajieshify 
H. London 



Mngton K. Durham 

Sunderland w. Maynard 

Clarendon G.Qartem. 

JN April laft We found the fame Rumour not onely 
revived again, but alfo improved with Mew Ad- 
ditions , To wit, It was given out,' That there 
Was a Writing yet extant, and lately produced before 
(everal Perfons, whereby the faid Marriage, or a 
Contr adt at leaft ( for the Report was various ) would 
appear, and that there are 'feverai Lords and others 
yet living, who were pretended to have been prelenc 
at the faid Marriage. We knew full well that it 
was impoflible thax any thing of this fliould be true, 
( there being nothing more groundlefs and falle then 
that there was any fuch Marriage or Contract between 
Ms and the faid WL XS Walters, alias Barlow ) yet We 
proceeded to call before Us, and caufed to be Inter- 
rogated in Council, fuch Lords and other Perfons, 
as the common Rumour did furmife to have been 
prefent at the pretended Marriage, or to know fome- 
thing of it, or of the faid Writing. And though it 
appeared to all Our Council, upon the hearing of 
the faid Lords and other Perfons (everally Interroga- 
ted, and upon their denying to have been prelent ac 
any fuch Marriage, or to know any thing of k, or 

of 



bF any fuch Writing, That the railing and fpreading 
offush a Report, fo incoherent in the Feveral parts 
ofjt, was;the effedfc of deep Malice in Tome few, 
and of loofe and idle Difcourfe in others-. Yet- We 
think it requifite.at this time, to make Our ,Declarati- 
ons above recited more publick s and to Order the 
fame (as We do hereby with the Adviqe of Our Pri- 
vy Council) to-be forthwith Printed and Publifhed; 
And We do again upon this Occafion call Almighty 
God to Witnefs, and Declare upon the faith of a 
Chnftian, .and the Word of a King, that there was ne- 
ver any Marriage, or Contradt of Marriage had or 
made between Us and the laid M rs Walters, alias (Barlow, 
the Duke otMonnwuths Mother, nor between Us aaid 
a<ny Woman whatfoever. Our Royal Confort Qoecfi 
Catherine, that now is, only excepted. 

And We tdp hereby flri&ly require and command 
.ill Our Subjects whatsoever, that they ,prefunae not 
so utter ,o,r .pu.blifh any thing contrary to the tenor of 
this Our p.eclaration, a; .their Peril, and upon paid 
of -being prppecded ,againft. according to the utaioft 
Sen criry and Ri^oj: pi (the Law. 

Gi}\etf at Our Court af Whitehall, the fecond (fyoj 
IiWPp ill the Two and thirtieth Tear of Our %emx. 
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